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13. Warning Passages from Hebrews The author of Hebrews gives five warning 
passages in his book: 2:1-4; 3:6-4:11 (especially 3:6, 12, 14, 4:11); 6:4-8; 
10:26-31; 12:25-29. Those who deny Eternal Security point to Heb 6:4-6 or 
10:26-31 as strong evidences for their position. However, all these texts can 
be better understood in ways compatible with eternal security. Before      
explaining them, it will be necessary to give an opinion about the original 
recipients of the book of Hebrews. Were the readers a mixture of saved and 
unsaved Jews? If so, the warning passages can be read as warnings to the 
unsaved about placing faith in Christ before being condemned to the fires of 
hell. If the original readers are strictly believers, then the warnings urge 
them to avoid the fires of chastisement.85 Instead of neglecting eternity,    
believers must work toward obtaining a full reward and share in Christ’s 
coming Kingdom. The exact interpretation of the warning passages depends 
upon whether one views the recipients as unsaved (evangelistic warnings) or 
saved (warnings about being unfaithful). However, both options can lead to 
interpretations consistent with Eternal Security. After dealing with the  
identity of the original readers, there will be a study on each warning 
passage. 
a. The Original Readers of Hebrews  

The recipients of Hebrews are obviously Jewish. They have affiliated with 
Christian circles but are being urged to return to Judaism.86 The author 
warns against this choice. Obviously, a local church can have members 
who are unsaved. Could these warnings be directed at unbelievers in  
Hebrew churches? They would then be evangelistic warnings urging faith 
in Christ. The other option is that the warnings are directed at genuine 
believers. They urge believers not to forsake the visible church and 
return to associations with the synagogue. By an evil choice, they would 
endure the fires of God’s chastisement (hardship in this life but not hell) 
and loss of full rewards in heaven. Which view is best? 
The choice is admittedly difficult. Nevertheless, the author prefers to take 
the warning texts in Hebrews as directed to believers. The definition of 
salvation in Hebrews gives a slight favor to the idea that these warnings 
are directed at those already saved. What does the author of Hebrews 
mean by salvation? In the Bible there is a past tense salvation. A believer 
has already been saved (past tense) from the penalty of sin. If Hebrews 
intends this definition of salvation, then the warning texts are 
evangelistic. Nevertheless, the Bible also refers to a future aspect to 
salvation even for those already saved from sin’s penalty. In the future 
believers will be saved from sin’s presence (Rom 13:11). Christ’s future 
deliverance (salvation) includes all the blessings from His Second Coming 
(binding the devil, a resurrection body for the church saints, rewards, 

                                                           
85 Fire would be an agricultural metaphor speaking of purging a field from impurity or a fire that burns away worthless work as a 
believer forfeits rewards, 1 Cor 3:15. 
 
86 We need not concern ourselves here whether the readers are being pulled back to mainstream Judaism or a Jewish splinter sect. 



161 
 

and positions of authority in the Kingdom).87 Although all believers will 
be in heaven, there will be various levels of rewards (crowns), various 
positions of     authority in sharing Christ’s rule (Luke 19:17, 19), and 
even different levels of glory among resurrection bodies (1 Cor 15:41-42). 
While no Christian loses admission to heaven, there will be degrees of 
sharing in the Kingdom. If we take salvation in Hebrews to refer to a 
future deliverance at Christ’s coming, then the warning passages apply 
to believers. They would be warnings about neglecting to live for eternity. 
Faithlessness will result in a diminished share in the blessings of the 
future salvation. 
Hebrews definitely gives a future outlook; (1) “heir of all things” Heb 1:2, 
(2) “He again brings the firstborn into the world” Heb 1:6 i.e., the Second 
Coming, (3) “the world to come” Heb 2:5, (4) “bringing many sons to    
glory” Heb 2:10, (5) “heavenly calling” Heb 3:1, (6) “the age to come” Heb 
6:5, (7) “the day drawing near” Heb 10:25. Even more important, several 
usages of the term salvation show that the author defines it as a future 
deliverance from sin’s presence and curse (and not just salvation in the 
past from sin’s penalty).  

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for 
the sake of those who will inherit salvation? [Heb 1:14]. 
[S]o Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 
shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to 
those who eagerly await Him [Heb 9:28]. 

The position that takes the warnings in Hebrews as evangelistic warnings 
to unbelievers about salvation from sin’s penalty is a valid position. It 
preserves the doctrine of Eternal Security. However, Hebrews probably 
gives warnings to Christians about missing the full blessings of future 
salvation. Believers must not live only for this life, neglecting the Lord’s 
return. If so, they could very well miss out on some aspects to future   
deliverance (salvation). Believers have already been saved from sin’s  
penalty, but can still miss their full potential for rewards and blessings in 
the future salvation Christ will bring. An illustration about an earthly  
inheritance should help clarify Hebrews’ perspective about our heavenly 
inheritance. Suppose a man has the potential to obtain a staggering    
inheritance. The degree to which he could share in the future is beyond 
understanding. He stands to inherit a blessing greater than anyone in 
world history. However, suppose through neglect of his benefactor he   
receives only a small fraction of what he could have inherited. He still     
obtained a huge benefit. From one point of view he did not miss out on 
the inheritance. Nevertheless, from another perspective the loss of the 
potential full inheritance could be viewed as missing out on his            
inheritance. By neglect he lost out on what he could have possessed.   
The Lord will return to bring a complete salvation to this world. There 

                                                           
87 All these topics are covered in Chapter 12, “Eschatology.” 
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will be salvation from sin’s presence (and the curse). All believers have  
already been eternally saved from sin’s penalty. Yet, there will be various 
degrees of sharing in the future salvation. No believer will miss out       
totally. Still, through unfaithfulness and neglect of living with Christ’s  
future rescue in view, many believers will miss the full inheritance that 
they could otherwise have obtained. All will share in the future 
deliverance the Lord brings at His Second Coming, but many will miss 
the full blessing of this salvation. This will be such a huge loss of what 
they could have possessed, it can be conceived as a loss of the deepest 
share in salvation. It is not that a believer can go to hell or miss out on         
entrance into heaven, but a believer can miss out on the full blessings of 
Christ’s future deliverance (rewards, position in the Kingdom, degrees of 
glory in the resurrection body, etc.). Hebrews probably warns believers 
against neglecting to live now in ways that obtain a deeper reward in the 
salvation that is coming. Hebrews probably warns about the fire of   
chastisement during this life and the loss of rewards. 
Now we shall address each warning passage. The first view will give an 
interpretation based on the assumption the warning is evangelistic      
(directed at unbelievers). The second view will give an interpretation that 
results from the assumption that the warning is for believers. Regardless 
of the exact view adopted, the main truth must not be lost: there are 
ways of understanding Hebrews that are consistent with Eternal 
Security. 

b. The First Warning Passage: Heb 2:1-4  
[H]ow shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it 
was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by 
those who heard [Heb 2:3]. 

1) As Addressed to the Unsaved Among the Hebrews  
Those who believe the original readers included some unsaved will 
view this warning as evangelistic. Pay attention to the gospel (Heb 
2:1a). Do not drift through life neglecting the invitation to faith in 
Christ (Heb 2:1b). Those who disobeyed the law suffered punishment 
(Heb 2:2). Those who neglect salvation (from sin’s penalty) offered 
through faith in Christ will not escape eternal punishment (Heb 2: 3). 

2) As Addressed to Believers  
Those who think Hebrews speaks only to believers will see this as a 
warning to live for eternity. Salvation refers to a future rescue through 
the Lord’s Second Coming. There will be a future deliverance from this 
evil world system and from all aspects of the curse (such as sickness 
and physical death). This future salvation also includes rewards and 
positions of authority in the millennial Kingdom and eternity.     
Christians must pay close attention to what the Lord taught about His 
future deliverance (i.e., Heb 2:1a - a future salvation). If we want to 
share a deeper degree of rewards, blessings, and authority in these 
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future aspects of salvation, we cannot just drift through life now (Heb 
2:1b). Some believers are lazy and apathetic about their level of      
reward and authority in the future Kingdom. They are careless 
concerning what they have learned about the future rescue (salvation) 
from the presence of sin and from this world system. Believers who 
live only for this present time neglecting Christ’s teaching about His 
future salvation will receive chastisement now and loss of rewards  
later (v. 2 – “just recompense”). Those who pay attention to what 
Christ taught about the future will not just drift through this life. 
They will not neglect the future salvation that is coming with degrees 
of sharing in rewards, positions in the Kingdom, and the glory of the 
resurrection body. They will live now so as to obtain the fullest 
possible share when Christ comes to save us out of and from this 
sinful and transitory world.88 They will take action in this world that 
will be of benefit in “the world to come” (v. 5). 
Viewing salvation from a future angle probably seems unusual to 
Christians who read the Bible today. Our thinking emphasizes       
salvation from sin’s penalty. However, the warning in Heb 2:1-4 is 
sandwiched between two references to future salvation. Hebrews 1:14 
clearly uses salvation to encompass all future blessings. Also, Heb 2:5 
is tied to the arguments of 2:1-4. Heb 2:5 tells of the “world to come.” 
While living in this world, believers must pay attention to how they 
can obtain a larger reward and a deeper share in the rule, power, and 
glory of the world to come. 

3) Conclusion  
The first warning passage is not teaching that believers can lose     
salvation from sin’s penalty by drifting away or neglect. We have given 
two alternative interpretations. The above section reveals the author’s 
preference for one view over another. However, both interpretations 
supply the need for an understanding of Heb 2:1-4 that is compatible 
with eternal security. 

c. The Second Warning Passage: Hebrews Chapters 3-4   
[B]ut Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we 
are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm 
until the end [Heb 3:6]. 
Take care brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God [Heb 3:12]. 
For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end [Heb 3:14]. 
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall 
through following the same example of disobedience [Heb 4:11]. 

                                                           
88 The Lord will save believers out of this world at the Rapture. This is also a salvation from the suffering, persecution, and 
temptation from the world (i.e., caused by living in a world dominated by Satan and a world system opposed to Christ). 
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1) As Addressed to the Unsaved Among the Hebrews  
One earlier conclusion from this study was that genuine saving faith 
keeps faith. God keeps a believer believing. A person who trusts 
Christ as Savior will not renounce the deity, blood, or resurrection of 
Christ. (See VII.B.10., p.206 of this section, which deals with 1 Cor 
15:1-2). The type of faith that saves (trust) leads to an ongoing faith. 
Other types of faith such as intellectual faith in certain facts about 
God (James 2:19) or emotional faith that Jesus can save from      
temporal difficulties (without an interest in salvation from sin [e.g., 
Luke 8:13] do not save, see Part 2, II.B.2., p. 133 of this chapter). The 
warnings in Hebrews 3-4 may be addressed to unbelievers who have 
associated with Jewish churches. These do not possess the type of 
faith that saves and one that lasts (holds fast) By this understanding 
house in Heb 3:6 refers to being part of God’s family, and partaker in 
Heb 3:14 refers to saving union with Christ. Heb 3:6 is a warning to 
examine whether some among the readers might not have saving faith 
(the kind that continues to believe). Heb 3:12 warns against being an 
unbeliever who falls away from God. They would fall away by rejecting 
God’s appeals to trust Jesus. The Hebrew readers are being invited to 
leave the church and return to the synagogue. Again, in Heb 3:14, the 
author may be urging the readers to make sure they have personal 
faith in Christ. (Personal in the sense of trust rather than just         
intellectual faith in facts about Jesus or emotional faith that He can 
help with temporal problems.) The type of faith that saves keeps      
believing. Other definitions of faith do not involve saving faith. The 
author is not worried that a believer has lost salvation. He is worried 
that some readers, though joined to a church, might not have ever 
trusted in Christ. Heb 4:11 becomes another evangelistic appeal to 
enter salvation by resting through faith in Christ and resting from 
works as a way of earning salvation (4:10). 

2) As Addressed to Believers 
The warnings in Hebrews 3-4 can also be understood as warnings to 
believers to remain active in worship/service, to keep working in an 
active partnership with Christ, and to enter a full inheritance        
(reward). Remember the Hebrews are struggling with the temptation 
to forsake the visible church and return to association with Judaism. 
The “houses” in Hebrews 3 do not seem to refer to the family of God. 
Moses’ house in Heb 3:5 refers to the worship/service system in the 
tabernacle. Only priests could serve in the “house of God” as limited 
to the priestly functions within the holy place and Holy of Holies. In 
the Old Testament one could still be saved without active 
participation in God’s house (the place and system of priests). Christ’s 
house in v. 6 probably also refers to active participation in priestly 
worship. Unlike the Law where only a minority could be priests, all 
believers under the New Testament (covenant) have standing as 
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priests with God; but some withdraw from involvement in the activity 
of worship and service. Christians can never drop out of the family of 
God, but they can refuse to participate in God’s system of worship 
and service. They can remove themselves from God’s house by 
refusing to assemble with other believer-priests as they worship. The 
familiar call to  assemble in Heb 10:25 is preceded by a statement in 
Heb 10:21 that Christ is the great priest over the house of God. Thus, 
the command not to forsake church equals a warning to remain in 
God’s house. Heb 3:6 is probably a warning for Jewish believers to not 
drop out of God’s house (which is not a church building but is, rather, 
the assembly of believer-priests as they worship) and return to the 
synagogue.89         A person can be saved and be a part of God’s 
family but depart from involvement with the church, the house of 
worship. Heb 3:6 encourages remaining active in “Christ’s house.” 
Assuming the author addresses the saved, Heb 3:12 would be 
referring to the ongoing faith of Christian living. A saved person has       
believed in the cross but must also constantly believe the commands 
and teaching of the Bible. It would exhibit a great lack of faith for a 
Jewish Christian to forsake the church out of social pressures and  
return to associations with Judaism. Leaving the church might not 
cause a loss of salvation but it does break fellowship with God and 
can be called “falling away from the living God” (v. 12). 
Heb 3:14 can be taken as a warning totally restricted to believers. 
Perhaps understanding partakers as a saving union with Christ  
misses the intent of the warning. Luke 5:7 uses the same Greek word 
of business partners in a joint fishing business. The definition of 
“partners” or “co-laborers” also fits the usage in Heb 1:9 
(“companions,” NASB) and 3:1 (“partners in the heavenly calling or 
heavenly work”). The stress need not be on spiritual union but upon 
active  participation as co-laborers with Christ in the work of ministry. 
Just as the concept of the “house” in Heb 3:6 warns of dropping out of    
activity in God’s system of worship, so Heb 3:14 warns against failing 
to be a working partner with Christ in service. Believers who are     
active partners with Christ’s work in this world will share in a more 
full partnership in His power and glory later. We must both remain in 
Christ’s house of worship (the church) and remain active partners 
with Him to realize full potential for inheritance. 
If addressed to believers, Heb 4:11 is a command to diligently strive 
for the fullest possible inheritance. The concept of rest may not seem 
to have anything to do with inheritance until we realize the context 

                                                           
89 Moses’ house in Heb 3:5 refers to the tabernacle (the house of God) with its holy place and also refers to the function of the 
Old Testament priesthood that offered worship and service in that place. The definition of house in Heb 3:6 includes both the 
place of worship and also the participants (priests in their roles of worship and service). By Christ‘s “house” the author of 
Hebrews means the heavenly tabernacle and its holy place (the presence of God on His throne) with a New Testament priesthood 
of worship and service to God. A believer always has the position as a priest but can drop away from the functions of service and 
worship. 



166 
 

and the Jewish way of thinking. For them rest is closely linked with 
inheritance. After God rested from His creative work, He could enjoy 
the inheritance He had made for Himself. Those in the Exodus 
generation were called to conquer the Promised Land. Then they could 
enter the rest and enjoy the inheritance. Notice the connection        
between rest and inheritance in Deut. 3:18-20 and 12:9-11.  

[F]or you have not as yet come to the resting place and the    
inheritance which the LORD your God is giving you. When you 
cross the Jordan and live in the land which the LORD your God 
is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your 
enemies around you so that you live in security…[Deut. 12:9-
10]. 

The author of Hebrews teaches that not even Joshua led God’s people 
to full rest and inheritance in the land (Heb 4:8). The greatest rest and 
inheritance still lies in the future. Believers have not yet entered rest 
from labor. Now is the time to work. Rest and inheritance are coming. 
Someday we will cease earth’s labors (at death or the Rapture).    
However, the present is not a time of rest but rather of labor, even 
warfare as implied by the Old Testament parallels of fighting to obtain 
full inheritance in the Promised Land. Heb 4:11 is certainly not an 
appeal to earn salvation from hell by diligent work. The command in 
Heb 4:11 tells believers to be diligent to enter the inheritance God 
wants to give them. The author’s definition of inheritance is not just 
minimal deliverance from eternal punishment but the full possession 
of rewards and blessings that God wants bestowed. When the term 
inheritance is strictly defined as “a full possession or inheritance,” it 
is possible to miss out on the inheritance and obtain only a rescue 
from damnation. This is a huge blessing but not the full inheritance 
that can be possessed by diligence. All believers will enter eternal rest 
in the common meaning of that phrase, rest from earthly troubles. 
Yet, some will inherit more rewards and blessings than others. All   
believers will be citizens and residents of God’s Kingdom, but many 
will miss the (complete) inheritance God wanted to give them. Just as 
many in the Exodus generations were saved but did not obtain their 
inheritance in the Promised Land, so believers can be saved from hell 
but miss the full inheritance God wants to give. Just as believers in 
Joshua’s generation were saved from hell but did not obtain the full 
inheritance God wanted to give, there is a danger of a believer today 
going to heaven but missing the full inheritance God wanted to give. If 
inheritance is viewed as the potential for the greatest possible 
blessing, it is possible for a believer to miss out on the promised rest 
by a lack of diligence. Heb 4:11 warns to obey and work now to enter 
full inheritance and rest in the future. 
All the warnings in Hebrews 3-4 can be taken as warnings to believers 
without implying a loss of salvation from eternal punishment: (1) 
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“Remain in God’s house” (Heb 3:6) i.e., remain in the church 
assembly as a system of priestly worship and service; (2) “Do not fall 
away from fellowship with the living God by returning to ties with 
Judaism” (Heb 3:12). (3) “Keep your partnership in working for Christ” 
Heb 3:14; (4) “Do not rest yet. Be diligent and obedient so you do not 
miss out on any part of the rest (the complete inheritance) God wants 
to give you” (Heb 4:11). Believing Hebrews would not lose salvation by 
dropping out of the church. However, they could withdraw from God’s 
house (system of worship, v. 6). They could fall away from fellowship 
with God (v. 12). They could cease to be active partners in Christ’s 
work (v. 14). Like the Hebrews of Old Testament days (many of whom 
were also saved), they could fail to enter the inheritance (rest) God 
wanted to give them (4:11). They would have salvation from hell, but 
God wanted to give more. If they forsake the church and return    
outwardly to Judaism, they will miss the rest (inheritance) God wants 
them to have (but not miss heaven itself). 

3) Conclusion  
The second warning passage may urge unbelievers affiliated with the 
church to come to faith in Christ. It may urge believers to remain    
diligent and involved to obtain the complete inheritance God wants for 
them. It does not contradict the basic doctrines of Scripture that 
teach the eternal security of the believer. 

d. The Third Warning Passage: Heb 6:1-12  
For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the  
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to 
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame. For 
ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings 
forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, 
receives a blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it 
is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned 
[Heb 6:4-8]. 

If a person comes to this text already thinking that believers can forfeit 
salvation, he will interpret these verses as confirmation. However,        
assuming that is the correct view, then Heb 6:6 would be teaching once 
lost always lost. It says that for those who fall away “it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance.” The true interpretation of Heb 6:1-12 
lies in another direction. Again, the precise outcome depends on whether 
one thinks the author directs his warning to unsaved people associated 
with the visible church or strictly to believers. If the words are to 
unbelievers, this is a warning to place faith in Christ. They must press 
on to maturity, i.e., out of Judaism to full Christianity (Heb 6:1). The 
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curse and burning of v. 8 would be a reference to hell. On the other 
hand, this warning could be aimed at believers. Then the burning of v. 8 
would be a metaphor for burning a field to remove impurities (weeds) and 
produce fertility. Notice the actual figure employed is of a field. Burning 
would   refer to God’s chastisement of a believer in this life and perhaps 
the loss of rewards at the Judgment Seat (1 Cor 3:15). While the precise 
interpretation varies depending on the conclusion about the recipients, 
in neither case does Hebrews 6 need to be understood as dealing with 
Christians who lose salvation. Now we will look at the passage in detail. 
1) As Addressed to Unbelievers  

Suppose the author directs his warnings to unbelievers who assemble 
within the Hebrew churches. Leaving elementary teaching and   
pressing on to maturity would be a call to permanently leave all forms 
of Judaism and enter by faith into God’s more advanced system, 
Christianity. It might not be possible for this to happen. The 
impossible renewal of Heb 6:6 may mean that some of the Hebrews 
have rejected Christ to the point of no return, or maybe this means 
nothing further the author can say or do will produce saving 
repentance. However, God can change hearts (v. 3). The strongest 
evidence for thinking unsaved people are in view comes from the 
phrase in           v. 6, “crucify to themselves the Son of God,” and v. 9, 
“things that          accompany salvation.” If a person actually believes 
Jesus was a false messiah who deserved to die, he is indeed unsaved. 
Also, by saying he expected better things of the readers, “things that 
accompany salvation,” maybe the author implies his previous words 
describe the     unsaved. Maybe the picture in vv. 4-6 refers to 
persons who have been exposed to Christian people and truths but 
have not placed faith in Christ. In current language, we would call 
them “seekers.” They are considering faith in Christ. They have moved 
away from Judaism but not yet to Christian faith. They have some 
truths about the Lord     Jesus (enlightenment, v. 4). They have had 
some experience of what salvation means because they have 
associated with the saved (tasting or sampling the heavenly gift of 
salvation, v. 4). They have had some participation with the Holy 
Spirit’s convicting ministry (partakers, v. 4). They have sampled 
(tasted) the blessings of the Scripture and had seen miracles (v. 5). 
However, there was pressure upon those Jewish people to fall away 
from the church and thereby reject any further   influence to the 
possibility of faith in Christ. If they return to the   conclusion that 
Jesus was a false christ who deserved death (crucify to themselves the 
Son of God, v. 6), they might experience blindness and reprobation. At 
the very least nothing the author could do would ever change their 
minds (i.e., renew repentance, v. 6). God alone could change this 
serious falling away (v. 3), and, unless reversed, the end would be 
burning (v. 8). Heb 6:1-8 can be interpreted as a warning for 
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unbelievers (seekers) to come to faith in Christ and to not return to 
Judaism. The result squares with eternal security. Another option 
would be the idea that the warning is for believers with the fire of v. 8 
being severe chastisement for falling away from the church. 

2) As Addressed to Believers  
The descriptions “again crucify to themselves the Son of God” (v. 6) 
and “things that accompany salvation” (v. 9) need not rule out the 
view that Hebrews 6 is addressed to those already saved. Suppose  
the description of “crucify Christ” does not speak of a deliberately         
expressed theological position. Instead, it might be an inadvertent, 
unconscious, and unintended description of one who falls away 
(forsake – Heb 10:25) from the church and returns to associations 
with Judaism. The description, “crucify Christ,” might not give a true 
heart-felt theological conviction but rather a sociological behavior.  
Anyone who falls away from a Christian assembly to listen to false 
teachers from a Judaistic cult sides with Christ’s killers by actions 
and associations without realizing it. A genuine Christian who falls 
away from the church can side with Christ’s enemies by association. 
The author would not be classifying the readers as unsaved. He would 
be using “guilt by association” tactic. In theological beliefs they had 
not agreed with the crucifixion, but, by affiliation with Christ’s        
enemies, their actions are inconsistent with their beliefs. Christians 
must not return to the religious circles that killed Christ. If they drop 
out of the church and return to involvement in Judaism, they would 
be assisting the very group whose leaders wanted Jesus killed as a 
false messiah. Most likely the Hebrew readers never realized the true 
picture of what it would mean to fall away from Christian circles and 
a return to their old friends in Judaism. Perhaps they thought it 
would be a simple innocent change. The author wants them to see 
that, even without intent and without realization, those who forsake 
the church for a return to Judaism would be siding (in association 
but not belief) with those who killed Jesus as a false messiah.    
Dropping fellowship with the church might be a more serious matter 
and might make God angrier than the Hebrew believers ever realized. 
If the phrase (crucifying the Son of God) is interpreted as sociological 
behavior and not theological belief, it can still refer to genuine 
Christians. 
Likewise, the phrase “things that accompany salvation” (Heb 6:9) need 
not imply the readers are unbelievers. Salvation in the book of       
Hebrews has a future tense emphasis. Christ will return to save      
believers both out of and from this world and from the curse of sin. 
This deliverance involves degrees of rewards, co-ruling with Christ in     
various ranks of authority, and levels of glory in the resurrection 
body. All believers will have a share in this future type of salvation. 
Some will have a greater and more glorious degree of sharing than 
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others. Jewish believers who fall away from the church for a return   
to Judaism could still be saved from sin’s penalty in eternal hell. 
However, they would miss out on the deepest blessing of future 
salvation upon the Lord’s return. “Things that accompany salvation” 
in v. 9 equals “pressing on to maturity” in vv. 1-3. It also equals the 
description in vv. 11-12. In Heb 6:11-12, the author calls for diligence 
and avoidance of sluggishness. The outcome will be the realization of 
the full hope for believers. With faith and endurance in this life, 
believers can have the full inheritance and full realization of all 
promises about the future deliverance (salvation) at the Lord’s return. 
The issue is not whether believers are saved from hell and go to 
heaven. The issue is whether the saved readers will fall away from the 
church and miss out on the full rewards of the future aspects of 
salvation. 
The phrases that seem to prove Hebrews 6 concerns unbelievers can 
also fit believers. A saved Jew could not crucify Christ in the sense of 
theological beliefs, but he could assist Christ’s enemies by falling 
away from the church and returning to affiliation with Judaism. 
“Things which accompany salvation” probably refers to a believer 
pressing on to maturity as he shares the fullest blessings of Christ’s 
future salvation brought at His return. Once those key phrases can be 
explained to refer to believers, other clues can be discovered in Heb 
6:4-6 which indicate the author writes to believers. The readers have 
been “once enlightened.” In Heb 10:32 the author uses 
“enlightenment” of saving faith. The word once speaks not of the Holy 
Spirit   repeatedly convicting a lost person but of a once-for-all 
penetration of blindness that leads to saving faith in Christ. The word 
taste in Heb 2:9 does not mean “sample”; it means a full experience. 
Christ tasted death for every man. We must interpret words by an 
author’s own  definition. Therefore, tasting the heavenly gift in Heb 
6:4 refers to a full experience of salvation (the gift); it does not refer to 
an unbeliever indirectly sampling salvation by attending church. It is 
preferable to see the warning in Heb 6:4-6 as a warning to saved Jews 
not to fall away from the church by returning to social/religious ties 
with Judaism. If they do so, it will be impossible for Christian leaders 
to say or do anything to convince them to repent of their departure (v. 
4).90   Only God could change their minds (v. 3). Such a departure, 
causing shame to Christ (v. 6) by ties with those who hate Christ, 
would not leave a believer’s relationship with God unaffected. Instead 
of maturity, they could expect severe chastisement. The picture in vv. 
7-8 is not that of eternal hell. It is the picture of a field. The field 
yields an abundant crop and blessing from God one season (v. 7), but 
the next harvest season the same field is worthless relative to fruit (v. 

                                                           
90 A good sermon title for Heb 6:6 would be “What More Can I Say?” The author of Hebrews means he can say and do nothing 
more to change the minds of his readers if they reject the warnings he gives them in the epistle. 
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8). It is close to being cursed (but not fully cursed). The farmer burns 
the weeds and impurities from the field so it can return to a 
productive season. One can burn thorns and thistles (as in John 
15:6), but one cannot really destroy a field by burning. Such purging 
actually       improves the field. Jewish Christians who fall away from 
the church towards Judaism reject the process of maturity. They 
should not think God would be unconcerned. Instead He will burn 
them in the sense of trial and chastisement in this life (but not hell) in 
order to improve them. The warning does not concern a loss of 
salvation but of God’s anger over believers who ignore maturity and 
spend their lives in association and friendship with those who hate 
Christ. 

3) Conclusion  
Regardless of the above options as to the exact meaning of Heb 6:1-
12, there is no need to view the statement as a warning that believers 
can lose salvation from eternal punishment. We have demonstrated 
valid alternatives to thinking Hebrews 6 contradicts eternal security. 
Given that the basic doctrines of Scripture support eternal security, 
any view is superior to thinking Hebrews 6 supports Arminianism. 

e. The Fourth Warning Passage: Heb 10:26-31  
For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will 
consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the Law of 
Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three        
witnesses. How much severer punishment do you think he will       
deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has     
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him 
who said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord 
will judge his people.” It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God [Heb 10:26-31]. 

Heb 10:26-31 seems to teach that a Christian can lose salvation. The  
difficulty can be solved easier than many think. It is important to 
interpret first and only then apply a Biblical text. In the rush to make 
relevant sermons, a minister can bypass careful interpretation. Hebrews 
is     written to readers who are being tempted to return to Judaism (or a 
splinter Judaistic cult). Heb 10:26-31 must be interpreted against a 
background of the transition from Judaism to Christianity. 
Those who assert that Heb 10:26-31, the fourth warning passage,     
concerns a loss of salvation will also have to struggle with the phrase “no 
more sacrifice for our sins.” If Heb 10:23-31 supports Arminianism, then 
it also teaches “once lost always lost.” Something is wrong with such an 
interpretation. 
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1) As Addressed to Unbelievers  
One view takes the warning as directed to unbelievers mixed within 
the Hebrew church. These “seekers” may have been on the verge of 
faith in Christ, but relatives and friends are also encouraging a return 
to Judaism. The decision to withdraw from consideration of faith in 
Christ would lead to a “terrifying expectation of judgment” (Heb 
10:27).  
Heb 10:29 seems to refer to unbelievers. If a person believes the Son 
of God should be trampled, if he thinks Christ’s blood is unclean, if he 
completely insults the convicting work of the Spirit, he is indeed    
unsaved. Assuming the warning is directed to Jewish unbelievers 
within the church (Jewish seekers), then the warning of judgment 
would be warning about hell. 
This warning would not involve a believer who loses salvation but a 
Jewish unbeliever who toys with faith in Christ and even assembles 
with the church. The deliberate sin of Heb 10:26 has been defined in 
v. 25 (forsaking a church for a return to Judaism). “After receiving 
knowledge of the truth” (the Gospel), some decide to keep rejecting the 
Messiah (i.e., go on willfully sinning), and return to Judaism. The   
author of Hebrews will not let these think such rejection of Christ and 
forsaking the influence of the Hebrew church towards faith in the 
Jewish Savior is only a minor decision. They must not think both 
views about Jesus are acceptable to God. The willful sin of rejecting 
Jesus and dropping away from a seeker standing in the church will 
lead to judgment. If a person knows the truth and willfully sins by    
rejecting Christ, “there remains no longer a sacrifice for sins” (v. 26). 
In general this statement warns that the cross is the only answer for 
sins. The specific meaning, however, lies in v. 18, “there is no longer 
any offering for sin.” The early part of Hebrews 10 assumes that Old 
Testament animal sacrifices were only a temporary fix to man’s sin. 
(See Heb 10:4.) Christ’s one time death is God’s complete solution to 
sin (Heb 10:10, 12, 14). Now that God offers forgiveness in Christ, He 
no longer respects animal sacrifice for sin. The precise meaning of the 
phrase “there is no longer any sacrifice for sin”, (v. 26) is that God has 
set aside animal sacrifice. Jewish people who sin by rejecting the 
Messiah must not think the animal sacrifices in the temple would be 
an alternative way of being right with God.  
By paying close attention to the argument of the book, we can avoid 
the mistake of thinking Hebrews 10 teaches a loss of salvation. One 
alternative is that the author warns Jewish unbelievers who have    
attended the church assembly and have heard the truth about Christ. 
If they willfully sin by rejecting Him (v. 26) and by forsaking the truth 
offered by the church and return to Judaism (v. 25), they must not 
think God still covers sin through animal sacrifices (v. 26). The choice 
to refuse faith in Christ and return to Judaism would lead to God’s 
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fury, judgment, and vengeance (vv. 29-31). 
2) As Addressed to Believers 

a) An Exposition of Heb 10:26-31  
Previous material on the warning passages has given evidence that 
they are directed to believers. Heb 10:26-31 can be interpreted as a 
warning to Jewish Christians to not drop away from the church by 
returning to involvement with Judaism. Heb 10:29 supplies the 
strongest support for thinking of the recipients as unbelievers. By 
definition, a believer in Christ could not agree with the theological 
positions expressed in v. 29. Yet, in sociological involvement, a   
believer who helped and encouraged first century Judaism would 
be in effect supporting the persecution of the Savior and the cross. 
Without even realizing the full implications, the readers were being 
influenced to return to and support a movement that did “trample 
under foot the Son of God, regard Christ’s blood as unclean, and 
insult the Holy Spirit’s offer of grace” through faith. While a 
Christian cannot believe such things, believers are quite capable of     
defection from the true church and giving finances and friendship 
to groups that despise the Lord Jesus. Those that do so participate 
in actions and associations contrary to their beliefs. Often they do 
so inadvertently without thinking. To use the Lord’s phrase “they 
know not what they do.” Once we see that Heb 10:29 could refer to 
believers, then it is easier to spot additional support from Chapter 
10 for thinking that Heb 10:26-31 warns genuine Christians as  
follows: 
The readers are sanctified (Heb 10:10). 
The readers are perfected in their standing before God (Heb 10:14). 
The readers are brethren (Heb 10:19). 
The readers should hold fast a confession of hope (i.e., remain with 
the church, v. 25) to give a witness or confession of Christ to their 
unbelieving Jewish friends (Heb 10:23). 
The author applies the danger to himself by using the pronoun 
“we.” The author of Hebrews is certainly a believer (Heb 10:26). 
The fire need not refer to hell (Heb 10:27). The original quote in Isa 
26:11 can speak of physical death. Also, “the fury of a fire” is a  
figure for a “blaze of intense anger.” Zeph. 1:18 tells of the “fire of 
His jealousy.”  
The penalty in mind here is physical death rather than eternal 
death (Heb 10:28). 
Even the verse which offers the best support for taking the warning 
as directed at unbelievers says that those addressed have been 
“sanctified” (Heb 10:29). 
“The Lord will judge His people” (Heb 10:30). 
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By being sensitive to the arguments in Hebrews, one can take the 
warnings in Chapter 10 as addressed to Christians without 
implying a loss of salvation. Perhaps because Hebrews 10 gives 
such stern warnings, many who adhere to the doctrine of eternal 
security think the warning is for unbelievers. It might be better to 
think that God is furious at believers who forsake the Bible-
believing church and associate with groups that insult the cross. 
Assuming this warning pertains to saved people, an exposition   
results that still agrees with eternal security. The recipients have 
received the knowledge of the truth and are saved (v. 26). Should 
they now willfully sin by defecting from the church (vv. 25-26) and 
returning to associations with Judaism, they must not think      
animal sacrifices will continue to cover their sins and give 
fellowship with God (v. 26, see also v. 18, which defines the 
cessation of sacrifice). Believer’s sins are already forgiven before 
God in His   capacity as Judge (justification by faith). However, 
believers also need daily forgiveness from God in His role as 
Father. The Christian readers of Hebrews must not think they can 
drop out of the assembly and return to involvement with Judaism 
without guilt. Jewish Christians who will not assemble with 
believers, but,       instead, return to affiliation with Judaism will 
incite a blaze of fury from God (v. 27). Those who set aside the Old 
Covenant deserved to die. Believers who set aside the practice of 
the New Covenant are more worthy of an even more horrible or 
painful death (or lingering death) than stoning. Though a genuine 
believer could not believe the theology expressed in v. 29, a believer 
who drops out of the church could promote these views by 
involvement with a false group (such as Judaism). If these Jewish 
believers withdraw from the church and return to Judaism, they 
face God’s wrath.91 It will be “a certain terrifying expectation of 
judgment” (v. 27). God will exhibit fiery fury (v. 27).92 Such 
defection and cooperation with a system opposed to Christ 
deserves a horrible physical death through God’s chastisement, 
called vengeance in v. 30 (vv. 28-31).93 The warning passage itself 
can be understood as directed to believers without concerning a 
loss of salvation. The following   section has been included to show 
how this interpretation is    consistent with, and even supported 
by, the rest of Hebrews 10. 

b. An Exposition of Heb 10:32-39  
The close of Hebrews 10 also fits the above view that the warning 

                                                           
91 Please do not take this exposition of Hebrews 10 as bearing any Anti-Semitic feeling. As with the Apostle Paul, it is possible to 
love Israel but disagree with its rejection of the Messiah (Rom 9:1-5, 10:1). 
92 The “fury of fire” in v. 27 could just be a description of “fiery wrath.” Chastisement is like fire. The loss of rewards at the 
Judgment Seat is also like the burning away of worthless works (1 Cor 3:15). 
93 Other cases of God’s chastisement leading to physical death include Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor 11:30; and 1 John 5:16. 
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concerns believers who face God’s severe chastisement. Instead of 
forsaking the Christian assembly, Jewish believers must follow the 
teachings in the rest of Hebrews 10. In v. 35 they should not throw 
aside their boldness (confidence) in the things of Christ. 
Continuance in commitment to Christ by remaining in the 
assembly would lead to “great reward” in eternity (v. 35). 
Endurance brings the   rewards that have been promised (v. 36). 
From an eternal view  persecution would only last “a very little 
while” before Christ’s return (v. 37). In the meantime saved people 
should live their entire lives by faith (v. 38a).94 (Hebrews 11 builds 
on this argument by giving numerous illustrations of justified 
people living out their lives by faith. They did not allow persecution 
or peer-pressure to cause them to withdraw from a life of faith.) 
God will be disgusted with the one who shrinks from (forsakes) the 
assembly (v. 25) and returns to participation in the synagogue (v. 
38b). The author speaks for himself in v. 39, but he also assumes 
other Jewish believers will remain faithful after they understand 
the full implication and dangers of forsaking the church. We must 
not shrink from the New Covenant and the church. That would 
lead to the ruin (destruction) of this life either through wasting this 
life by being out of God’s will or through a chastisement unto 
death.95 Instead, those who live their lives by faith will preserve 
their soul. This could simply mean they face no danger of 
premature death.96 However, it may be better to include the non-
material aspects to man in the author's definition of soul in v. 39. 
Those who lead lives of faith, including not forsaking assembly 
with the saints, do preserve their psyche (Greek for soul) from 
much danger and pain.97 The purposes for which a person’s soul 
has been brought into this world can only be preserved by a life of 
faith. By lifelong faith, a  believer can preserve his soul (existence) 
from being a waste during its time on earth. (1 Tim 4:16 has a 
similar thought.) The opposite would not be an eternal loss of the 
soul, but a ruin of God’s plan for a soul being in this world. A life 
of faith gives the soul meaning as illustrated by the lives of faith in 
Chapter 11. All the heroes      of faith preserved the purpose and 
the meaning for which God      created their souls and placed them 

                                                           
94 The familiar quote in Heb 10:38 is capable of more than one interpretation in its original context in Habakkuk 2. “The just 
shall live by faith” does mean justification is by faith as Paul teaches (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11). Yet, in Habakkuk 2 these words also 
mean God expects those who are saved to face the coming Babylonian invasion by having faith that God would keep His 
promises. The author of Hebrews understands the phrase, “The just shall live by faith,” to mean, “saved people must live out their 
entire lives in ongoing faith.” All of Chapter 11 illustrates what the author means. Jewish believers must not allow persecution or 
pressures to hinder a life of faith as shown by the great Old Testament saints in Hebrews 11. 
95 The word translated “destruction” in Heb 10:39 is the same word translated “waste” in Mark 14:4. 
96 The Greek word psyche means “soul” but often refers to physical life in the New Testament, e.g., in Matt 2:3-20 where Herod 
sought the Christ child’s life (soul). 
97 The author’s doctoral dissertation surveys evangelical relatives of those with schizophrenia. One main factor which correlates 
with low scores or emotional adjustment is withdrawing from church. See Steven Waterhouse, Families of the Mentally Ill, diss., 
Dallas Theological Seminary 1995. 
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in this world. The Hebrew    believers are expected to follow their 
example and not throw away the opportunities that God has for 
them in this life. The Book of Hebrews should not be used to deny 
eternal security. A modern application for preaching is that God is 
furious over believers     forsaking Bible-believing churches in 
order to associate with groups that insult the Savior and the cross. 

3) Conclusion 
Whether the author intends to warn unbelievers or believers, Heb 
10:26-31 must be interpreted in its original setting. The “willful sin” of 
v. 26 is “forsaking our own assembling” in v. 25. The phrase “there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (v. 26) means that the animal   
sacrifices of Judaism no longer cover sins after Christ’s final and 
perfect sacrifice (v. 18). One view is that the author warns unbelievers 
(seekers who assemble with the church) not to reject Christ and      
return to Judaism. Those who commit this sin must not think the 
sacrifices of the temple will save them. Another more probable view is 
that the author warns believers about dropping out of the church and 
returning to involvement with the synagogue. These Hebrew 
Christians may not realize that such a move would give assistance in 
promoting views they do not accept. Also, God would respond to their 
disloyalty with fiery anger and chastisement even unto death. 
If one still thinks Heb 10:26-31 disproves Eternal Security, he must 
be prepared to deal with the phrase “there remains no more sacrifice 
for sins” after “willful sin.” If this warning concerns loss of salvation, it 
is teaching salvation cannot be regained. The author has personally 
counseled believers who were thinking of suicide because of such 
unfortunate and needless interpretations. 

f. The Fifth Warning Passage: Heb 12:25-29  
See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 
much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns 
from heaven [Heb 12:25]. 

The final warning passage of Hebrews does not contain language as   
controversial as previous warnings. Whether one thinks the warning 
applies to believers or unbelievers, it is easy to see the words do not      
contradict eternal security. 
1) As Addressed to Unbelievers 

If the author has unsaved readers in mind, he is warning them not to 
refuse the invitation to trust in Christ. 

2) As Addressed to Believers 
If the author addresses believers, he is telling Christians not to refuse 
obedience to God. Instead of pulling away from the church (Heb 
10:25) and returning to involvement with Judaism, believers must 
“show gratitude” and “offer to God an acceptable service with         
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reverence and awe” (v. 28). Those who do not heed the warning will 
find that God can severely chastise them. The reference to “fire” is 
that of the chastisement of the believer. (See Heb 12:5-13.) 

g. Conclusion to the Warnings in Hebrews  
Any student of the book of Hebrews struggles over the identity of the 
original readers. Are they unbelievers mixed within the Hebrew    
churches? Are they strictly Jewish Christians? Ones precise 
understanding of the warning passages will be influenced by his 
conclusion as to the spiritual status of the readers. However, both 
options can yield interpretations that do not involve warnings about a 
loss of salvation. The author might be giving evangelistic warnings to 
unbelieving Hebrews. Maybe these Hebrews are seeking the truth and 
have assembled with the church to consider the claims of Christ. Of 
course, Jewish friends are urging them to return to the synagogue. If the 
recipients are unsaved, the author would be warning them to trust 
Christ to escape the fires of hell. 
More likely the warnings of Hebrews are directed to believers. These 
Christians are being urged to drop out of the church and return to social 
ties with the synagogue. While they would still believe in Jesus, they face 
the danger of associating with those who oppose Christ. The author 
warns that a Hebrew believer who abandons the church will face God’s 
fiery anger in chastisement during this life and loss of rewards at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. With either interpretation, one can consistently 
maintain Eternal Security. 

 


